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Pursuant to MCA 20-7-1201 and MCA 5-11-210, the Montana Digital Academy submits this report
to the Education Interim Committee and Education Interim Budget Committee of the Montana
Legislature.

This report is available online at MTDA’s website.

Abstract
The Montana Digital Academy's 2024 report to the Montana Legislature provides comprehensive
data on enrollment, credit analysis, and program offerings for FY24. It details distance learning
and digital learning clearinghouse programs, including regular courses, FlexCAP courses, and
individualized pathway options. The report highlights partnerships with businesses and
third-party vendors, expanding course offerings in various subjects. It also presents student
satisfaction survey results and analyzes program effectiveness. This report demonstrates
MTDA's commitment to providing Montana students with diverse, flexible, and high-quality
digital learning opportunities, supporting both traditional and innovative educational pathways.
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Part I: Enrollment Data

Enrollment and Students Served Summaries
Pages 3 contains the historical enrollment data for Montana Digital Academy’s distance learning
(FY18-FY24) and digital learning clearinghouse programs (FY24), including a breakdown by
school size based on MHSA school categories.

Enrollment and Schools Served Summaries
Pages 4-9 contain a breakdown of schools served by enrollment and unique students in all
distance learning and digital learning clearinghouse programs from FY18-FY24).

Credit Analysis for FY 24
As the local Montana school is responsible for determining the awarding of credit, MTDA reports
enrollments in subcategories to meet the reporting requirements in MCA 20-7-1201.

Enrollment Subcategory in 20-7-1201 FY24 Total

“Regular Credits” (credits awarded minus subcategories below) 3642

Dual Credit/Dual Enrollment 333

Advanced Placement™ 293

Credit Recovery Credits 01

Career/Technical Education 541

Industry-Recognized Credentials 0

1 As of Fall 2023, MTDA no longer offers a “credit recovery” program. Instead, MTDA offers three different course
formats and assist schools in picking the best format for individual student needs when a student fails a course.
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Part II: Program Offerings
Our expected 2024-2025 school year course titles include the following.

Program Offering Analysis

Overall Course Offerings 273

Dual Credit Courses 10

Advanced Placement Courses 14

Credit Recovery Courses 02

Career/Technical Education 76

Courses with Industry-Recognized Credentials 36

2 As of the 2023-2024 school year, MTDA no longer offers “credit recovery” courses. MTDA offers courses in
multiple formats, allowing schools to pick a course format that best meets student needs if they need to retake a
course.
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Regular Courses

Original Credit: High School

MTDA’s traditional course format is our original credit program. Our current offerings include:

Career and Technical Education
● AHMS144.50-Medical Terminology Dual Credit (single semester) * #
● AP® Computer Science A
● Computer Science I: Joy and Beauty of Computing-HIGH SCHOOL (single semester)
● CSC107-Computer Science I: Joy and Beauty of Computing-DUAL CREDIT (single

semester)> #
● EDEC 247 - Child & Adolescent Growth & Development @#
● EDU101US-Introduction to Education Seminar-DUAL CREDIT (single semester)^#
● Entrepreneurship (single semester)
● Google Workspace Career Tech (single semester)
● Health Occupations (single semester)
● Hospitality and Tourism Marketing (single semester)
● Jobs for Montana Graduates (Single Semester)#
● Microsoft® Office Career Tech (single semester)
● Personal Finance (single semester)
● Principles of Agriculture# (single semester)
● Photoshop Introduction# (single semester)
● Public & Global Health (single semester)
● Sports and Entertainment Marketing (single semester)
● Video Production (single semester)#
● Artificial Intelligence in the World (single semester)

Family & Consumer Science
● Interior Design (single semester)
● Now We’re Cooking: An Introduction to Culinary Arts (single semester)

Indigenous Studies
● Native American Studies (single semester)
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Fine Arts
● AP® Art History
● Art History/Appreciation (single semester)
● Digital Photography (single semester)
● EDU204IA - Creative Arts and Lifelong Learning - DUAL CREDIT^#

English/Language Arts
● AP® Language and Composition
● AP® Literature and Composition
● Creative Writing (single semester)
● English 1
● English 2
● English 3
● English 4
● Gothic Literature: Monster Stories (single semester)
● Journalism (single semester)
● MTDA Book Club: Utopian and Dystopian Literature (single semester)
● Mythology and Folklore (single semester)
● WRIT101-College Writing DUAL CREDIT+ (single semester) - #

Health and Physical Education
● Anatomy and Physiology
● Health (single semester)
● Physical Education I (single semester)
● Physical Education II (single semester)
● Sports Officiating (single semester)

Mathematics
● Algebra 1
● Algebra 2 with Trigonometry
● AP® Calculus AB
● AP® Statistics
● Geometry
● Intro. to Statistics (single semester)
● M105-Contemporary Math-DUAL CREDIT+ (single semester)
● M121-College Algebra -DUAL CREDIT+ (single semester) - #
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● M151-Pre-Calculus-DUAL CREDIT*
● Pre-Algebra
● Pre-Calculus

Music
● Music Appreciation (single semester)

Science
● AP® Biology
● AP® Environmental Science
● Astronomy (single semester)
● Biology
● Chemistry
● Earth Science
● Oceanography (single semester)
● Physics
● Veterinary Science (single semester)

Social Studies & History
● American Government/Single Semester (single semester)
● American Government/Year Long
● AP® Government and Politics
● AP® Human Geography
● AP® Macroeconomics (single semester; Spring Only)
● AP® Microeconomics (single semester; Fall Only)
● AP® Psychology
● AP® US History
● Criminology (single semester)
● Global Studies
● HSTA 102H-US History I - DUAL CREDIT * (Single Semester; Fall Only)#
● HSTA 102H-US History II - DUAL CREDIT * (Single Semester; Spring Only)#
● Montana History (single semester)
● Psychology (single semester)
● US History
● World History
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Indigenous Language
● Cree Indigenous Language (single semester) - #
● Crow Indigenous Language (single semester) - #
● Dakota Indigenous Language (single semester) - #
● Nakoda Indigenous Language (single semester) - #

World Languages
● French 1
● French 2
● French 3
● German 1#
● German 2#
● Irish Language Studies 1 (delivered by the UM Irish Studies Program)
● Spanish 1
● Spanish 2
● Spanish 3

* Dual Credit with the Missoula College of the University of Montana
+ Dual Credit with Helena College of the University of Montana
^ Dual Credit with Gallatian College of Montana State University
@ Dual Credit with Western College of the University of Montana
>Dual Credit with Highlands College of UMWestern
# These courses have enrollment caps and are available first-come, first-served.
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Original Credit Middle School

Career and Technical Education
● Exploring Health Science (Single Semester)

Computer Science
● Scratch Coding (Single Semester)

Indigenous Studies
● Native American Studies (Single Semester)

Fine Arts
● 2D Art (Single Semester)

Social Studies & History
● Social Studies 6 [Ancient World Focus]
● Social Studies 7 [US History Focus]
● Social Studies 8 [Government and Civics Focus}

World Language
● Spanish (Single Semester)
● French (Single Semester)

English/Language Arts
● English 6
● English 7
● English 8

Health and Physical Education
● Health (Single Semester)

Mathematics
● Math 6
● Math 7
● Math 8
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Music
● Exploring Music (Single Semester)

Science
● Science 6 [Life Science Focus]
● Science 7 [Earth Science Focus]
● Science 8 [Physical Science Focus]
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FlexCAP Courses
FlexCAP, or “Flexible Credit Alternative Program,” is a proficiency/mastery-based course format
that allows students to take a course at their own pace. The program was born out of our
award-winning credit recovery program but is available to any student seeking a flexible
pathway to achieving school credits. The courses are broken down into smaller parts to increase
the flexibility for students and schools.

English/Language Arts

● English 1A (Part 1, Part 2)
● English 1B (Part 1, Part 2)
● English 2A (Part 1, Part 2)
● English 2B (Part 1, Part 2)
● English 3A (Part 1, Part 2)
● English 3B (Part 1, Part 2)
● English 4A (Part 1, Part 2)
● English 4B (Part 1, Part 2)

Health and Physical Education

● Health (1 semester) (Part 1, Part 2)

Mathematics

● Pre-Algebra A (Part 1, Part 2)
● Pre-Algebra B (Part 1, Part 2)
● Algebra 1A (Part 1, Part 2)
● Algebra 1B (Part 1, Part 2)
● Geometry A (Part 1, Part 2)
● Geometry B (Part 1, Part 2)
● Algebra 2A (Part 1, Part 2)
● Algebra 2B (Part 1, Part 2)

Science

● Earth Science A (Part 1, Part 2)
● Earth Science B (Part 1, Part 2)
● Biology A (Part 1, Part 2)
● Biology B (Part 1, Part 2)
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Social Studies and History

● American History A (Part 1, Part 2)
● American History B (Part 1, Part 2)
● Geography A (Part 1, Part 2)
● Geography B (Part 1, Part 2)
● Government A (Part 1, Part 2)
● Government B (Part 1, Part 2)
● World History A (Part 1, Part 2)
● World History B (Part 1, Part 2)
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Individualized Pathway Courses
MTDA’s Individualized Pathway Course program (or IPCs) is a specialized program format built
on providing extremely flexible programming for students in specialized circumstances,
including, but not limited to:

● Late enrollees: IPCs are available to schools that miss MTDA enrollment deadlines but 
require service.

● Homebound students, including students with health issues: Students who are unable to 
attend school in a face-to-face environment for whatever reason, and are unable to meet 
the expectations of MTDA's existing formats.

● Accelerated students: students who wish to complete courses at a quicker-than-usual 
pace.

● Students with specific IEP or 504-based accommodation requests who are challenging to 
serve in our existing formats.

● Adjudicated youth

IPC - High School

Science

● Earth Science A, Quarter 1
● Earth Science A, Quarter 2
● Earth Science B, Quarter 1
● Earth Science B, Quarter 2
● Biology A, Quarter 1
● Biology A, Quarter 2
● Biology B, Quarter 1
● Biology B, Quarter 2

Mathematics

● Pre-Algebra A, Quarter 1
● Pre-Algebra A, Quarter 2
● Pre-Algebra B, Quarter 1
● Pre-Algebra B, Quarter 2
● Algebra I A, Quarter 1
● Algebra I A, Quarter 2
● Algebra I B, Quarter 1
● Algebra I B, Quarter 2
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● Geometry A, Quarter 1
● Geometry A, Quarter 2
● Geometry B, Quarter 1
● Geometry B, Quarter 2
● Algebra II A, Quarter 1
● Algebra II A, Quarter 2
● Algebra II B, Quarter 1
● Algebra II B, Quarter 2

English/Language Arts

● English 1 A, Quarter 1
● English 1 A, Quarter 2
● English 1 B, Quarter 1
● English 1 B, Quarter 2
● English 2 A, Quarter 1
● English 2 A, Quarter 2
● English 2 B, Quarter 1
● English 2 B, Quarter 2
● English 3 A, Quarter 1
● English 3 A, Quarter 2
● English 3 B, Quarter 1
● English 3 B, Quarter 2
● English 4 A, Quarter 1
● English 4 A, Quarter 2
● English 4 B, Quarter 1
● English 4 B, Quarter 2

Social Studies & History

● US History A, Quarter 1
● US History A, Quarter 2
● US History B, Quarter 1
● US History B, Quarter 2
● American Government/Single Semester, Quarter 1
● American Government/Single Semester, Quarter 2
● American Government/Year Long, Quarter 1
● American Government/Year Long. Quarter 2
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● American Government/Year Long, Quarter 1
● American Government/Year Long, Quarter 2

Physical Education

● Health, Quarter 1
● Health, Quarter 2
● PE 1, Quarter 1
● PE 1, Quarter 2

Career and Technical Education

● Personal Finance Quarter 1
● Personal Finance Quarter 2

Fine Arts

● Art History and Appreciation Quarter 1
● Art History and Appreciation Quarter 2

World Language

● French I A Quarter 1
● French I A Quarter 2
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IPC - Middle School

MS Science

● Science 6A, Quarter 1
● Science 6A, Quarter 2
● Science 6B, Quarter 1
● Science 6B, Quarter 2
● Science 7A, Quarter 1
● Science 7A, Quarter 2
● Science 7B, Quarter 1
● Science 7B, Quarter 2
● Science 8A, Quarter 1
● Science 8A, Quarter 2
● Science 8B, Quarter 1
● Science 8B, Quarter 2

MS Mathematics

● Math 6A, Quarter 1
● Math 6A, Quarter 2
● Math 6B, Quarter 1
● Math 6B, Quarter 2
● Math 7A, Quarter 1
● Math 7A, Quarter 2
● Math 7B, Quarter 1
● Math 7B, Quarter 2
● Math 8A, Quarter 1
● Math 8A, Quarter 2
● Math 8B, Quarter 1
● Math 8B, Quarter 2

MS English/Language Arts

● ELA 6A, Quarter 1
● ELA 6A, Quarter 2
● ELA 6B, Quarter 1
● ELA 6B, Quarter 2
● ELA 7A, Quarter 1
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● ELA 7A, Quarter 2
● ELA 7B, Quarter 1
● ELA 7B, Quarter 2
● ELA 8A, Quarter 1
● ELA 8A, Quarter 2
● ELA 8B, Quarter 1
● ELA 8B, Quarter 2

MS Social Studies

● Social Studies 6A, Quarter 1
● Social Studies 6A, Quarter 2
● Social Studies 6B, Quarter 1
● Social Studies 6B, Quarter 2
● Social Studies 7A, Quarter 1
● Social Studies 7A, Quarter 2
● Social Studies 7B, Quarter 1
● Social Studies 7B, Quarter 2
● Social Studies 8A, Quarter 1
● Social Studies 8A, Quarter 2
● Social Studies 8B, Quarter 1
● Social Studies 8B, Quarter 2

MS Physical Education

● MS Health, Quarter 1
● MS Health, Quarter 2
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Digital Learning Clearinghouse Offerings

Starting Fall 2024, MTDA offer opportunities for students to access digital learning curriculum
assets, short courses, third-party vendors, and other digital learning services through MTDA.
Listed below are our “launch services” available to schools.

Digital Content and Platforms
In the realm of digital content and platform services offered through the Montana Digital
Academy, schools gain access to a diverse selection of digital content and platforms (DCP). This
access is facilitated through the MTDA portals, where multiple providers are available, ensuring
various price points and options to cater to different needs. The aim is to empower schools with
the flexibility to utilize these platforms and content innovatively.

ANY course in the MTDA catalog is available via our DCP program upon school request. Below is
a list based on current projects as of August 30, 2024.

● Algebra I A DCP
● Algebra I B DCP
● Algebra II A DCP
● Algebra II B DCP
● Anatomy & Physiology A DCP
● Anatomy & Physiology B DCP
● Astronomy DCP
● Biology A DCP
● Biology B DCP
● Chemistry A DCP
● Chemistry B DCP
● Cybersecurity DCP
● Digital Photography DCP
● Earth Science A DCP
● Earth Science B DCP
● English I A DCP
● English I B DCP
● Engllsh II A DCP
● English II B DCP
● Engllsh III A DCP
● Engllsh III B DCP
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● Engllsh IV A DCP
● English IV B DCP
● French I A DCP
● French I B DCP
● French II A DCP
● French II B DCP
● Geometry A DCP
● Geometry B DCP
● German I A DCP
● German I B DCP
● German II A DCP
● German II B DCP
● Google Workspace DCP
● Health DCP
● Montana History DCP
● Music Appreciation DCP
● Native American Studies DCP
● Personal Finance DCP
● Physical Education I DCP
● Physics A DCP
● Physics B DCP
● Pre-Algebra A DCP
● Pre-Algebra B DCP
● Spanish I A DCP
● Spanish I B DCP
● Spanish II A DCP
● Spanish II B DCP
● U.S. Government Single Semester DCP
● U.S. History A DCP
● U.S. History B DCP
● World History A DCP
● World History B DCP
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Short Courses

Schools can license content and learning platforms for content that serves purposes beyond the
scope of the classroom to target individual needs in a student’s educational pathway. Short
courses typically do not have teacher services and are managed by the local school and its
support staff.

● Nicotine Prevention
● How to Create A Resume That Stands Out
● 5K Goals!
● How to Become A Millionaire
● Understanding the Night Sky
● What's In Your Water?
● Journal Your Reading Journey
● Being Kind Is Good For You
● How to Budget for a Vacation
● Servin' Up Art
● Beginner's Knitting For A Cause
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Partnership Driven Programming

MTDA is developing partnerships with businesses and non-profits across Montana to deliver a
high-quality digital learning experience to students interested in preparing for post-secondary
education and the workplace.

Our launch partner is Dick Anderson Construction.

Dick Anderson Construction
● Pre-Apprentice Core High School
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Third-Party Vendors

Through two RFP processes, MTDA has developed relationships with national for-profit and
non-profit entities looking to deliver digital learning opportunities to students across Montana.
These courses offer experiences ranging from complete courses (plus teacher) to engaging
simulations and labs to supplement local face-to-face and online courses.

Active Learning Labs
● Interactive Personal Finance
● Business Basics
● Culinary Business
● Econ 101

BlendED Learning
● Medical Terminology
● Introduction to Nutrition
● Introduction to Health Science
● Biotechnology
● Life Skills and Wellness
● MS Personal Finance
● Introduction to Child Development
● Anatomy and Physiology
● Career Exploration for Middle School
● Health Science
● Nutrition for Health Care
● Personal Finance & Entrepreneurship

Imagine Learning
● Literacy & Comprehension I A
● Literacy & Comprehension I B
● Literacy & Comprehension II A
● Literacy & Comprehension II B
● Expository Reading and Writing A
● Expository Reading and Writing B
● Introduction to Communications & Speech A
● Introduction to Communications & Speech B
● Mathematical Models with Applications A
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● Mathematical Models with Applications B
● Financial Math A
● Financial Math B
● Economics

Jason Learning
● CaseLAB: Case-Based Learning Resources
● CTE: Advanced Manufacturing -Building A Future-Ready Workforce
● CTE: Advanced Manufacturing - SPARK
● CTE: Broadband Internet Technology
● CTE: Engineering Workspace
● CTE: Health Science - STEM vs. Disease
● CTE: HVAC
● CTE: Think Digital: Intro to Cyber Security
● Cutting Edge: Medical, Agricultural, & Pandemic Research
● Designing to Make A Difference: Civil Engineering
● Innovation Generation: Cybersecurity & Ocean Monitoring
● Molecular Frontiers Journal

LearningMate
● Finance Essentials
● Metals & Materials
● Precision
● Measurement Tools I
● Introduction to Logistics
● Pneumatic Skills
● Project Management
● Blueprint Reading Fundamentals
● Introduction to Safety
● Tool and Machine Safety
● Personal Protective Equipment Safety
● Career Readiness Assessments

RefReps
● Intro to Baseball
● Basketball
● Football
● Intro to Softball Umpiring Course
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● Volleyball
● Wrestling
● Soccer
● Swimming
● Track & Field/Cross Country

YaizY/21 Skills
● Animation
● Python Essentials
● Comics Studio
● Animation Dream Lab
● Animation 2: Dream Lab Studio
● Intro to Coding With Scratch
● Intro to Game Design
● Fundamentals of Computer Science
● Foundations of Cybersecurity

September 1, 2024 MTDA Report to the Montana Legislature Page 30 of 33



Student Satisfaction Survey Results

Montana Digital Academy surveys students at least each semester/term to determine their
overall satisfaction with their MTDA experience and gather programming suggestions to drive
our strategic planning.

MTDA’s survey is based on the Colorado Education Initiative’s Student Perception Survey Toolkit,
which MTDA staff adapted for distance learning program formats.

Numeric Data

FY24 Total of “Very Satisfied” and “Satisfied Students in All Terms 79%

FY25 Total of “Very Satisfied” and “Satisfied Students in All Terms
(currently in progress)

96%

Summary of Qualitative Data
MTDA distance learning staff regularly analyzes student perception survey data to determine
areas for program improvement and development. An analysis of recent survey data utilizing a
large language model analysis tool provided this information.

In terms of positive student feedback, students mentioned
● Course Content: Students appreciate MTDA’s well-structured and engaging course

material, which is easy to follow and understand.
● Flexibility: The ability to learn at their own pace and on their schedule is often highlighted

as a significant benefit of MTDA.
● Instructor Support: MTDA students appreciate the timely and helpful communication

from instructors and their availability to answer questions.
● Course Variety: Students value MTDA's broad selection of courses, especially when they

can choose electives that align with their interests or career goals.
● Technical Support: Students appreciate that technical issues are promptly resolved.

In terms of program improvement, students mentioned
● Course Rigor: MTDA students sometimes cited concerns that courses were too rigorous

or had too high expectations of students.
● Technical Issues: Some cited technical issues that brought challenges to learning online.
● Instructor Engagement: Some students wanted more engagement with instructors and

specifically asked for more proactive engagement from their teachers.
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Proposed Legislation
Position Title Housekeeping
MCA 20-70-1201, “Montana Digital Academy -- Purposes -- Governance,” has specific references
to two MTDA staff positions hired by the MTDA board:

MCA 20-7-1201 (5) “The governing board shall hire a program director and a curriculum director.
The program director shall develop and, upon approval of the governing board, implement and
publish policies and guidelines for the Montana digital academy pertaining to:”

As the organization has grown in size and responsibility, these specific positions have evolved
into two titles:

“Executive Director”

And

“Assistant Director/Curriculum Director”

by the MTDA board. The title “Assistant Director/Curriculum Director” was specifically chosen
to meet the existing provisions of 20-7-1201. The title has become unnecessarily long, and roles
of a traditional educational curriculum director should be distributed among other people in the
organization.

The MTDA Executive Director requests that MCA 20-7-1201 be updated to reflect updated titles:

“The governing board shall hire an program executive director and an curriculum assistant
director. The program directors shall develop and, upon approval of the governing board,
implement and publish policies and guidelines for the Montana digital academy pertaining to:”
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